
                         FYI 

Joined by faith … Living in the Spirit … Serving in Love 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 

 

 

 
 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen – The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I’m going to keep my comments brief this morning as I am including the 
words of our Presiding Bishop. Our own Bishop, Bishop Brewer has issued 
continuing guidance for the Diocese of Central Florida.   Pretty much with 
regards to meeting face to face for church or other meetings we will be 
continuing  as we have with our virtual service on Facebook live and meeting 
via Zoom.  The Bishops letter can be found on the home page of our website. 
 
I am pleased to inform you that after several weeks of hard work and 
conducting initial interviews via Zoom the Search Committee has narrowed a 
slate of eleven candidates down to two finalists for the position of Rector 
here at St. David’s by the Sea.  As soon as possible (especially with COVID-19 
restrictions) the candidates will be invited to visit St. David’s for face to face 
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interviews with the Search Committee and a meeting with the Vestry.  We 
are hopefully on track to be able to call a new Rector sometime this summer.   
 
I would like to welcome the Rev. John Bender who will be with us as our 
long-term supply priest as we finalize our Rector Search over the next 2-3 
months.  He will also be on call for Pastoral Care Emergencies.  If you have a 
pastoral care emergency  or are in need of clergy support please contact 
either me or Deacon Carla.  Our contact information is found below. 
 
Now take a look at the video from our Presiding Bishop and read his letter! 
 
Skip 
 
Skip LaPointe 
Senior Warden 
 

 

 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Word to the Church: What Would 
Love Do? 

 

[April 29, 2020] A Word to the Church regarding the rubric of love during the 
COVID-19 pandemic from the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church: 

 

 



In the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic, we are now at another one of those 
threshold moments when important and significant decisions must be made on all 
levels of our global community for the good and the well-being of the entire human 
family. In this moment, I would ask you to allow me to share with you a Word to the 
Church: What Would Love Do? 
  

A Word to the Church 
The Easter Season A.D. 2020 

-------------------- 
“What Would Love Do?” 

  
Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
of our life's wild, restless sea, 

day by day his clear voice soundeth, 
saying, "Christian, follow me" 

  
Text of Hymn 549, verse 1 – Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95), alt. 

  
Throughout the Book of Common Prayer there are rubrics, those small or italicized 
words that don’t always catch our eye, that provide direction and guidance for how 
a liturgy or service is to be conducted.  Rubrics tell us what must be done and what 
may be done.  They limit us and they give us freedom.  They require us to exercise 
our judgment.  And when we are at our best, we exercise this judgment under 
God’s rubric of love. 
  
Jesus tells us things like:  Love your enemies; Bless those who curse you; Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you; As you did to the least of these who 
are members of my family you have done to me; Father, forgive; Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, all your strength. This is the first 
and great commandment and the second is like it. You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  Jesus makes it abundantly clear that the way of unselfish, sacrificial love – 
love that seeks the good and the well-being of others as well as the self – that love 
is the rubric of the Christian life.  
  
This rubric of love is seen no more clearly than in the twenty-first chapter of the 
Gospel according to John. 
  
When [the disciples] had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to him, 



“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  Very truly, I tell you, when you were 
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.  But 
when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a 
belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.”  (He said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God.)  After this he said to 
him, “Follow me.”  (John 21:15-19) 
  
The death of Jesus had left his followers disoriented, uncertain, and confused, 
afraid of what they knew and anxious about what they did not know.  Thinking that 
the movement was probably dead, the disciples went back to what they 
knew.  They tried to go back to normal.  They went fishing. 
  
They fished all night but didn’t catch a thing.  Normal would not return.  When the 
morning came, Jesus showed up on the beach, alive, risen from the dead.  He asked 
them, “Children, have you any fish?” They answered, “No.” Then he told them to 
cast the net on the other side of the boat.  They did and caught more fish than they 
could handle.  And then, Jesus invited them to breakfast. 
  
After having fed his disciples, Jesus turned to Peter and three times asked him, “Do 
you love me?”  Three times Peter said, “Yes.”  And Jesus said, “Feed my lambs,” 
“Tend my sheep,” “Feed my sheep.”  In this, Jesus told Peter what love looks 
like.  Love God by loving your neighbors, all of them.  Love your enemies.  Feed the 
hungry.  Bless folk.  Forgive them.  And be gentle with yourself.  Follow me.  You 
may make mistakes, you may not do it perfectly.  But whatever you do, do it with 
love.  The truth is, Jesus gave Peter a rubric for the new normal – God’s rubric of 
love. 
  
Today, like Peter and the disciples, we must discern a new normal.  COVID-19 has 
left us disoriented, uncertain, and confused, afraid of what we know and anxious 
about what we do not know.  Our old normal has been upended, and we hunger for 
its return.  
  
I do not say this from a lofty perch.  I get it.  There is a big part of me that wants to 
go back to January 2020 when I had never heard of COVID-19, and when I only 
thought of “Contagion” as a movie.  Looking back through what I know are glasses 
darkened by loss, I find myself remembering January 2020 as a “golden age.” 



  
But of course, January 2020 wasn’t perfect, not even close.  And anyway, I can’t go 
back.  None of us can go back.  We must move forward.  But we don’t know for 
sure what the new normal will be.  Fortunately, God’s rubric of love shows us the 
way.  
  
 In her book The Dream of God the late Verna Dozier, who was a mentor to me, 
wrote: 
  
Kingdom of God thinking calls us to risk. We always see through a glass darkly, and 
that is what faith is about. I will live by the best I can discern today. Tomorrow I may 
find out I was wrong. Since I do not live by being right, I am not destroyed by being 
wrong. The God revealed in Jesus, whom I call the Christ, is a God whose forgiveness 
goes ahead of me, and whose love sustains me and the whole created world. That 
God bursts all the definitions of our small minds, all the limitations of our timid 
efforts, all the boundaries of our institutions. [1] 
  
Kingdom of God thinking is already happening.  God’s rubric of love is already in 
action.  I’ve been watching bishops, priests, deacons, and lay people of our church 
following Jesus in the practices that make up his way of love and doing things we 
never imagined.  The creativity and the risk-taking – done with love – is amazing. 
  
We’ve been trying, making mistakes, learning, regrouping, trying anew.  I’ve seen 
it.  Holy Week and Easter happened in ways that none of us dreamed possible.  I’ve 
quietly read Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Compline online with you.  I’ve 
seen soup kitchens, pantries, and other feeding ministries carefully doing their 
work in safe and healthy ways.  Zoom coffee hours, bible studies, and small 
discipleship groups.  I’ve seen this church stand for the moral primacy of love.  I’ve 
seen it, even when public health concerns supersede all other considerations, 
including in-person worship.  That is moral courage.  Who knows, but that love may 
demand more of us. But fear not, just remember what the old slaves use to say, 
walk together, children, and don’t you get weary, because there is a great camp 
meeting in the Promised Land.  Oh, I’ve seen us do what we never thought we 
would or could do, because we dared to do what Jesus tells us all to do. 
  
As our seasons of life in the COVID-19 world continue to turn, we are called to 
continue to be creative, to risk, to love.  We are called to ask, What would unselfish, 
sacrificial love do? 
  
What would love do?  Love is the community praying together, in ways old and 



 

new.  Love finds a path in this new normal to build church communities around 
being in relationship with God.  Love supports Christians in spiritual practices. 
Prayer, meditation, study. Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest. 
  
What would love do?  Love calls us to care for our neighbors, for our enemies.  Love 
calls us to attend to those in prison, to those who are homeless, to those in 
poverty, to children, to immigrants and refugees.  Love calls us to be in relationship 
with those with whom we disagree.  
  
What would love do?  Love calls us to be gentle with ourselves, to forgive our own 
mistakes, to take seriously the Sabbath.  Love calls us to be in love with God, to 
cultivate a loving relationship with God, to spend time with God, to be still and 
know that God is God.  
  
Jesus says, Simon, son of John, do you love me?  
Jesus says, Michael, son of Dorothy and Kenneth, do you love me?   
Jesus says, Do you love me?  
  
Jesus says, Follow me, and take the risk to live the question, What would love do? 
This, my friends, is God’s rubric of love.  This, my friends, is God’s very way of life. 
  
In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these." 
  
Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
Savior, may we hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 
Text of Hymn 549, verses 4 and 5 – Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95), alt. 

 
God love you. God bless you. And may God hold us all in those almighty hands of 
love.  
Amen. 
  
+Michael 
The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 



 
 

 
AND BABY WIPES 

 
It is time for St. David’s annual Diaper and Baby Wipes drive.  We have done 
this for Mother’s Day for the last five years.  It is important that we continue 
this ministry to mothers and babies, especially during this time of job loss 
and financial loss.  You are encouraged to add diapers and wipes to your 
grocery list, Walmart pickup or whatever means you use to get food, 
supplies, etc. 
 
There will be a container at the east entrance of the sanctuary Monday-
Friday from 9am-5pm where you can drop diapers and wipes.  The drive will 
start April 27 and end May 11.  Thank you for your continued support of St. 
David’s outreach ministries. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
Kelsey Scholarship Applications 

 
We are pleased to announce that we are accepting applications from 
students interested in applying for the Kelsey Scholarship.  The deadline to 
apply is May 30, 2020.  Please contact Alex Rockefeller for more information 
and to apply.  Her email is:  ayrock70@gmail.com. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer (Pg. 45) 

O MOST mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee 
unto thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give 
strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means 
made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain 
our life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which 
leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Communication 
Communication between continues to be very important.  In quarantine or otherwise 
lack of social interaction can be very different for all of us.  Take the time to call a 
neighbor, reconnect with a friend,  check up on someone.  For information on what’s 
going on with St. David’s we will be sending emails and the FYI.  You can also check out 
our website:  stdavidsbythesea.org for the latest information. 
 
 

Scripture Readings for Sunday 4/19 and 4/26 
(Clicking on the lessons will take you to the online lectionary) 

    
May 3~ Fourth Sunday of Easter~ Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10; Psalm 23 

May 10~Fifth Sunday of Easter~ Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 
 

News from Outreach 
 

Hi everyone, 
Just to let you know our diaper drive is going vey well.  We received about 10 very large 
boxes of diapers, some smaller packages of diapers and  numerous baby wipes.  We still 
have a week to go, so if you haven't had a chance to contribute yet, you can bring your 
donation to the big box outside the east entrance to the church.  The sharing center is 
very much in need of our contributions and I'm sure many babies will be made 
comfortable with our help.   I spoke with Ann Wassell this week and she is in touch with 
Cape View Elementary. There is no decision yet as to whether the food distribution from 
Children's hunger project will continue during the summer.  If it does not continue, we'll 
be scrambling to find food  to fill those weekly bags.  Will keep you posted.  Stay well, 
Ellie 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Doors May be Closed but St. David’s is open 
 

The doors may be closed and locked, but we are still very much a functioning 
church.  The Rector Search Committee is working diligently and conducting 
interviews by Zoom.  Outreach is working hard, and the Vestry also continues 
to meet via Zoom.  Please remember that we still have to pay the bills.  If you 
are able to, please consider mailing in your monthly pledge payment.  Thank 
you! 



 
Thanks Again!!! 

 
Many thanks to Jerry Simpson who has painted the interior of the office 
wing.   He has also installed new blinds and cleaned the area rug in the 
Rectors Office.   
 

Website 

Please make sure to visit our website www.stdavidsbythesea.org.   Jeanne 
Weaver is updating daily with new information as she receives it.    
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Your information: The Church and Church office is currently closed to visitors.  The 
answering machine is available 24 hours (321-783-2554) leave a message. Church 
mailing address: 600 4th Street, South, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 Our website: 
stdavidsbythesea.org after hours, or in emergencies, or to make an appointment with 
the clergy, please call/email: Deacon Carla Rhodes: cell (321)794-3889/ email: 
gopherwhole@aol.com, Senior Warden: Vincent “Skip” LaPointe (571-217-4238) email 
vclapointe@icloud.com, Junior Warden: Karen Beeghly (321-452-1987)    
________________________________________________________________________ 

Sunday Funnies 

 
 


