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Friday,  August 21, 2020

Dear St. David's Family,

I am thrilled to be writing this message from my new office at St. David's. The last two
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I am thrilled to be writing this message from my new office at St. David's. The last two
weeks have been full of milestones. First, my reception service at the diocesan office; then,
the joyous 100th birthday celebration for Jessie Romano who has certainly set high
standards for the lifespan of St. David's members (and I expect all of you to follow suit); our
oldest son started Third Grade and our middle son started Kindergarten; I had the privilege
to interact with several of you for the first time; and finally, the launch of our new e-
newsletter with the familiar "FYI" name. 

The FYI will continue to provide updates and information to connect our faith community
in this time of separation...even those snowbirds who have escaped the heat! Please be
sure to read through each section and pray through our prayer list at the bottom. 

Just like all of you, I've spent the last several months reflecting on the important moment
of history in which we currently find ourselves. The Church is learning to practice new
ways of being the Church and new ways to implement mission and ministry, while we are
unable to meet together in person. We've always said that the Church is more than a
building, but in the last several months we have been the Church without a building.
Rebecca and I have been so impressed with the ways St. David's has continued to adapt
and thrive over the last several months. 

St. David's is a special place, and I believe that in the coming years God will stretch us to
deeper levels of commitment, new heights of creativity and ingenuity, and continued
vibrant Kingdom ministry. I am encouraged and excited by the opportunities which await
us as we partner together, catch and cast vision as a parish, and minister together as co-
laborers in the Gospel. Our call is simply to respond to God’s invitation to join him in his
work.

It is important to me to connect with each of you just as I would have had I moved here in
a non-pandemic time. I know that not everyone will be comfortable with an in-person
meeting, and in the coming weeks I will be hosting virtual get-togethers so we can get to
know each other. Stay tuned for more details. In the meantime, please know that I am
available to "meet" you by phone (321-456-7114), email, or a socially-distanced meeting
at the Church. I am also eager for all of you to meet my wife, Rebecca, and our sons, Jet,
Case, and Ellis; you may have called me to be your rector, but you truly hit the jackpot
with the four of them!

The last decade of ministry at St. David's has us perfectly poised to accept God's new
call for our parish, and I hope that the Kingdom work we do together in the coming years
will prepare the generation after us for even more. My prayer is that with each new year of
ministry, both now and for decades to come, St. David's will say with joyful anticipation,
"We’re only just getting started."

May grace and peace be with each of us every step of the way. 

Faithfully,
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Faithfully,
Porter+

LESSONS 

We encourage you to read the lessons
assigned for Sunday as you prepare for
worship. Click the links below to be taken
to the online lectionary. 

Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

COLLECT
 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church,
being gathered together in unity by your
Holy Spirit, may show forth your power
among all peoples, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

 

DRIVE-THRU MEET AND GREET WITH THE TAYLORS

Click here to download the bulletin for Sunday.
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This Sunday, August 23, is Fr. Porter's first Sunday at St. David's. After our livestreamed
service of Morning Prayer, we invite you to join us for a drive-thru meet and greet with Fr.
Porter, Rebecca, and their three sons. 

CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY 
 

Bishop Brewer will be with us on Sunday, August 30th for the Celebration of New
Ministry service for Fr. Porter. Please plan to join us via livestream at 10:00AM.

If you are unfamiliar with this service, you may read more about it here. 

CALENDAR
 
Sunday, August 23
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Sunday, August 23
Morning Prayer (Livestream), 10:00AM

Drive-thru Meet & Greet with       
   the Taylors, 11:30AM
   Portico, St. David's by the Sea 

Monday, August 24
Vestry Meeting, 5:00PM

Sunday, August 30
Celebration of New Ministry with Bishop
Brewer (Livestream), 10:00AM

REMINDER

The Church Office is currently closed to visitors as a precaution against Covid. The
answering machine is checked regularly (321-783-2554). 

If you have a pastoral emergency or need to make an appointment with the clergy, you
may find their contact information below:

Fr. Porter:                                                      Deacon Carla:
321-456-7114                                                321-794-3889
porterctaylor@gmail.com                               gopherwhole@aol.com

PRAYER REQUESTS
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Ask the Lord to pour out a fresh anointing upon St. David’s as we begin this
next season of Kingdom mission together. Pray that God would equip,
energize, and empower St. David’s to expand our ministry and outreach. Pray
that we would be united together in Christ, growing deeper in relationship with
him and each other.
Pray for Bishop Brewer and the staff of the Episcopal Diocese of Central
Florida and its mission and ministry. 
Pray for healing for Jane von Thron; Lou and Beverly Gerber; David
Ayers; G.G. Bender; Beverly Kolcum; Kate Goodridge; Annette Smith; Dick
Hobbs; Marge Valore; Lacy Hughes; Adrianna Vargo; Pat DuBois; Alan
Ross; Jay, Dolly Slater; Mo Johnson; and Bishop Greg Brewer.
Pray for those serving in the armed forces, especially Nikki Carden; Shane
Carden; Tre Coleman; Barrett Hansen; Josh Helgeson; Paul Houghtailing;
Robbie Knickle; Chris Manganaro; James Martin; Josh Miller; D.J. Skinner;
Jaye Smith; Jake Tinney; Alex Wright; and Thomas Loper, III.  
Pray for all expectant mothers and the children they bear.
Pray for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Carolyn Butler and
Case Taylor.
Pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week, especially Larry and Rita
Griffin. 
Offer your thanksgiving and gratitude for all God has given St. David’s and all
he has done in your life.

COVID-19 PRAYERS

The following prayers are taken from A Liturgy During a Pandemic by Fr. Porter.

Collect: Almighty and merciful God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ
healed lepers, the blind, the lame, and the dead, and who calmed the storm: Grant
healing for those who have been infected with COVID-19, protection for those who
have been exposed, and comfort for all who have fears and anxieties, that we might
know his loving presence and make him known; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Let us pray

For a swift end to COVID-19.
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For a swift end to COVID-19.
For those infected and those who have been exposed; grant them strength,
healing, and protection.
For their loved ones and caretakers; grant them peace, comfort, and
endurance.
For those leading nations; grant them sound minds, courage, and humility.
For physicians, nurses, technicians, researchers, administrators, and all other
healthcare employees around the world; grant them strength by your life-giving
Spirit, wisdom, and resources to do the work before them. 
For those who must work, despite the threat of sickness; grant them protection
and continued provision.
For those who have become unemployed or underemployed during this
pandemic; grant them comfort, wisdom, and financial provision.
For churches and their clergy; grant them discernment and creativity to lead
and minister in unprecedented circumstances.
For parents and families; grant them wisdom, patience and joy.
For children; grant them protection from fear.
For those for whom home is not a safe haven; grant them refuge.
For those who are alone; grant them a sense of your nearness and love.
For all navigating decisions during this time of uncertainty and fear; grant them
your peace.
And for all the prayers we cannot voice because our language is insufficient or
our ignorance too great; Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.
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