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600 Fourth St, South
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931
(321)-783-2554
stdavidsbythesea.org

Greetings To Our Prospective Rector, 

Welcome to St. David’s by the Sea Episcopal Church in Cocoa Beach, Florida.  Our 
church seeks a special person  who understands “by wisdom a house is built, and 
through understanding it is established.”. (Proverbs 24:3)  We welcome you to a 
community united in a love of Christ. 

This Parish Profile outlines where we have been, who we are today and who we aspire to 
be in the future. It was developed by our search committee, following extensive 
research.  Thank you for your interest as we begin to write the next chapter in our long 
and unique history in an amazing town along a beautiful ocean and minutes from the 
world’s biggest cruise port and launch pad to the moon and far beyond. 

 Our congregation is faithful to God’s will as we pray for a new Rector to be guided to 
St. David’s.  We know this Rector will care for our people and equip us for our 
ministries.

In the pages that follow we share with you our joy in having a very special church 
community and our confidence you will make it even better according to God’s vision 
and St. David’s family’s ability.

Sincerely, 

The Rector Search Committee 

St. David’s by the Sea Episcopal Church 

Welcome

http://stdavidsbythesea.org
http://stdavidsbythesea.org
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The original St. David’s by the Sea 
Church located then on 2nd St. 
South. 

“In  1949,  the  semi-tropical  barrier  island  where  Cocoa  Beach  is 
located is rural. It has a population of 246 of which most are wealthy 
mainland  residents  who use  the  beach  as  a  resort  vacation  area. 
There is a wooden church built by Mr. Gus Edwards, first mayor 
and tycoon developer of the area. The church which Mr. Edwards 
has built as a memorial to his mother in the late 1920’s has remained 
vacant. There are small groups of people holding Christian services 
in their homes. 

On April 7, 1950, three residents of Cocoa Beach travel the narrow 
causeway over two drawbridges to attend the Good Friday Service at 
St. Marks in Cocoa on the mainland. They are in agreement that a 
church is needed on Cocoa Beach.

On June 25, 1950,  St. David’s by the Sea opens its doors at the newly 
leased Edwards Church building .  It  begins as  a  Mission with 22 
parishioners.  In  1952,  the  church is  purchased by  its  first  official 
Vestry.

The Space Race, which begins with the opening of the Long Range 
Missile Proving Grounds at Cape Canaveral in 1949,  changes the 
demographics  of  the  island.  The  island's  population  changes 
so quickly that Cocoa Beach experiences a 1000 percent increase 
in  its  population  from 1950  to  1960.  In  1950,  the  Cocoa  Beach 
population is 246. It grows to 11,176 in 1960. Space pioneers  with 
young families settle into quickly built housing on the barrier island. 
They need the crucial support of a church. 

On April 6, 1958, ground breaking takes place at the congregation’s 
newly purchased land on 4th Street South. Later, on April 22, St. 
David’s  is  admitted as  a  Parish  at  the  annual  Convention of  the 
Diocese of South Florida.

The church building is completed and dedicated on Sep 21, 1959.  In 
the next 56 years St David’s grows to as many as 320 parishioners, 
runs  its  own church  school  of  29  students  in  several  grades  and 
swings with the ups and downs of the economy, growing numbers of 
seasonal residents in Cocoa Beach, and seven Rectors, one of whom 
remains for 22 years.”

—Church Historian
    Jeanne Harris Weaver
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Our  greatest  asset  is  our  love  for 
Christ and his command that we help 
the needy.  Because of the efforts of 
our  parishioners,  and  our  Outreach 
Ministry,  St.  David’s  is  the  2020 
recipient  of  the  prestigious  “Space 
Coast Community Service Non-Profit 
Award”.   This  award  recognizes  and 
honors the dedicated citizens of this 
a rea  who  ha ve  se r ved  wi th 
distinction,  selflessly  serving  our 
community,  and  whose  work  can  be 
viewed as a model for others.

Our Parish,  St.  David’s  By the Sea,  is  located in the town of 
Cocoa Beach FL and is situated a mere three blocks from the 
beach,  and  is  adjacent  to  the  Banana  River  Lagoon  system.  
Encompassing  more  than  three  acres,  the  parish  property  is 
situated next to an elementary school, a city recreational park, 
and residential  homes.   The layout of  the property conveys a 
friendly,  neighborly  atmosphere  with easy  access  to  all  in  the 
area.  The Parish is located in a peaceful, tranquil area of the city 
and is a major part of the south Cocoa Beach community.

We are  a  somewhat  mature  parish  consisting  of  Space  Coast 
residents  who  have  relocated  here  after  retirement,  or  have 
remained in the area after retiring from Cape Canaveral space 
related businesses/work  to include the Air Force.  Because of 
our  semi-tropical  climate,  we  have  many  northern  Episcopal 
brothers and sisters who join with us in the winter for fellowship 
and communion and are an integral part of our ministries.  With 
the changing demographics of the Space Coast, St. David’s has 
changed from a family oriented church to a mature parish. Most 
recently  with another swing in the population supporting the 
new space programs, we are seeing the opportunity for  a change 
with younger couples, families and individuals filling our pews, as 
in the past. We look for ways to support this positive change to 
our church and community.

Who and Where We Are Today
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Over the years, the salty beach environment has taken its toll on the 
church.  In  2010,  new  programs,  expanded  outreach  ministries  and 
increased attendance and support made expansion and much needed 
renovations  possible.  The  renovated  facility  was  rededicated  on 
February 19, 2016.

Since 2016 St. David’s has added many special features to 
the inside of the sanctuary, narthex and parish hall.  These 
include beautiful  and historic stained glass windows and 
doors; original oil color paintings by our resident artist of 
the  Stations  and  the  Cross  and  Serving  Jesus  among 
others;  a  dedicated  dock  along  our  lagoon;  improved 
Memorial  Gardens;  and many other special  projects and 
upgrades.  

The Historic Good Shepherd WindowThe Alpha and The Omega
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St. David’s facilities have grown since the ground breaking event of the new church in 1958.  
Since  then,  many  small  additions  and  updates  have  occurred  but  none  as  massive  and 
encompassing as our recent renovations and structural additions which were completed in 
2016. The renovation project included

・New pews and flooring for sanctuary

・Installation  of  historic  Good  Shepherd  window behind  the  altar  and  historic  stained 
windows at the entrance to the sanctuary

・Extension of the old parish hall to provide ・A first-class kitchen, meeting/dining hall, 
vestibule, storage rooms and disability compliant restrooms.

・Complete rework and/or rehab of all electrical, HVAC and plumbing systems

・Landscaping,  hardscape  and  an  irrigation  system  to  enhance  the  revitalized  church 
property and Memorial Garden.

In addition to the sanctuary, kitchen, parish hall and vestibule, the church property includes 
two other standalone buildings:

・Administrative wing which includes the rector’s office, reception office, finance office and 
storage rooms. 

・All  purpose wing with two rooms presently  being used for  meetings/classes  and choir 
practice. 

Parish Facilities
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Parish Life and Ministries

St. David’s is called by God to experience and 
share  the  joy  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ: 
Fellowship,  Discipleship,  Ministry  and 
Mission.   We consider  these  disciplines  an 
essential  part  of  the  life  and salvation of  a 
Christian; however, St. David’s has developed 
a profound passion for helping others in need 
be it in the parish, locally or through mission 
work.  We are givers and are an essential part 
of Cocoa Beach and Space Coast community.

Worship: 

The average Sunday attendance in 2019 was 
107. Attendance at St. David’s is seasonal and 
more when our winter guests, who are often 
very active in the parish, return. We have two 
traditional Sunday services. 

The  8:00  am  service  follows  the  Rite  I 
Liturgy and is without music. 

Our 10:15 service follows the Rite II Liturgy 
and is accompanied by choir and organist. 

There is a Bible Study led by the Rector in 
between services. Each service is followed by 
a coffee hour. 

On Wednesday at 5pm,  there is an informal 
Eucharist which serves parishioners who are 
unable to attend the Sunday services due to 
work or health concerns. This service is also 
attended  by  many  who  stay  on  after  the 
service  for  our  Wednesday  night  Pot  Luck 
and Bible Study. At this time, the Bible Study 
is being led by one of our parishioners.

Worship

Our worship services are supported by: 

•  Organist/ Music Director

• Choir 

• Availability of a two octave bell choir

• Lectors, Lay Eucharist Ministry, Ushers, 
Altar Guild, and Acolytes

• Lay Eucharistic Visitors
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Education is an important aspect of the 
life  of  St.  David’s.  All  parishioners  are 
made welcome to join in the classes at 
any given time to enrich our knowledge 
of the scriptures, learn about the custom 
and traditions  of  the Episcopal  church 
and  to  gain  any  knowledge  that  will 
enhance our Christian life.  Bible study 
is  the  core  of  our  education  and  is 
enhanced  by  other  courses  on  an  as 
needed basis,  e.g.,  confirmation classes, 
missionary education, etc.  

Sunday Bible study class is one hour long 
and is held between services. The class is 
conducted by the Rector. 

Wednesday Bible study is 1 - 1 1/2 hours 
long  held  after  the  6:00  Pot  Luck 
Supper. The class starts at 6:30. 

Our  parish  looks  forward  to  the  time 
when we will  again  have  regular  youth 
Sunday  School  and  other  activities  to 
encourage  young  families  to  join  our 
Parish.   In  recent  years  the  young  
people  who  have  attended  St.  David’s 
have  grown  and  many  have  left  for 
college.   Fortunately,  the  church  can 
count on a few to continue as acolytes.  
We look forward to welcoming younger 
fami l ies  so  that  progress ion  can 
continue in greater numbers.

Education Administrative
Vestry:   Our  parish  is  managed  by  a 
twelve  member  rotating  vestry  that 
meets  once  a  month.  Vestry  members 
serve 3 year terms. The Junior and Senior 
Wardens  are  elected  by  the  Vestry  for 
one  year  and  may  be  reappointed. 
Presently, the Vestry is frozen.

Office:  We do not have a paid church 
secretary  or  administrative  assistant  to 
the  Rector.  The  office  is  managed  by 
dedicated  parishioners  who  volunteer 
their  time  to  run  the  office  under  the 
direction of the Rector. 

Treasurer:  A member of the Vestry and 
is  responsible  for  the  parish’s  finances, 
budget and required reports.

Parish Committees such as Worship, 
Stewardship,  Bereavement,  Altar 
Guild  and Finance  also  help  to  assist 
the Rector in the running of the Parish 
and help to involve the parishioners  by 
using those  God-given gifts  they bring 
to the church. 
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In preparation for this Profile, a survey was conducted 
from which the following figures were compiled. Note: 
66% of the congregation replied to the survey. 

Average Sunday attendance: 100

Normal Wed. Holy Eucharist attendance: 8 - 12

Normal 9:00 Adult Sunday School: 30

Normal 6:00pm Wed. Bible Study:  30

Congregation is mostly 55 and older and retired

Most have been Baptized and Confirmed in the 
Episcopal Church

Most Congregants attend church on a weekly basis

Most give an annual pledge to the church or are givers 
of record

Most are year round residents. 

There are 6 college age dependents

There are 8 high school and younger aged dependents.

Demographics
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The Community In Which We Live
Commonly referred to as the quintessential beach town, 
Cocoa Beach is located an hour’s drive east of Orlando. 
It has become one of Florida’s premier destinations to 
live  and  visit  since  the  onset  of  the  Space  program 
started in 1949.  St. David’s by the Sea is located four 
blocks  south  from  the  heart  of  Cocoa  Beach,  three 
blocks  west  of  our  beautiful  sandy  beaches.  It  has  a 
population density of 2,552 per square mile. 

The area is a home for many people in all walks of life 
and has much to offer visitors. The Space coast area is 
known  for  its  rich  history  of  spaceflight,  outdoor 
recreation, museums, and tourism. It is home to a very 
diverse population which enjoys some unique activities.  
Whether it be the Cocoa Beach Public Country Club 
and Golf  Course with its three 9 hole courses which 
they interchange for 18 hole rounds; the white sands of 
the beach which welcome all year round; a nearly once a 
week space  launch to  be  seen  most  anywhere  on  the 
barrier island; and even on Christmas Eve morning, with 
no  snow  or  sleds,  to  enjoy  our  hundreds  of  famous 
Surfing Santas.  NOTE:  At least several times per year,  
church  meetings  will  take  a  break  to  watch  a  rocket 
launch! 
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There  is  nothing  more  important  to   St. 
David’s  members  than  fellowship  with  our 
brothers  and sisters  in  Christ.  It  is  during 
these fellowship gatherings that we increase 
our faith in God and each other by sharing 
our sorrow, praying for the sick and in need, 
e lating  over  our  good  fortune  and  a 
testament  to  others  as  to  who  we  are  as 
Episcopalians.

cooked  food  at  home.  They  then  come 
together in the church kitchen to package up 
healthy  meals  and  to  freeze  them  in  our 
Freezer. The head of this ministry looks after 
the  meals,  rotating  them  and  making  sure 
they do not sit in the freezer for too long a 
time.

Fr i d a y  Fr i e n d s  Lu n c h e o n  a l lows 
parishioners to come together once a month 
for fellowship at one of the local restaurants.

Weekl y  contract  bridge  games  are 
another way many parishioners come together 
for conversation and fellowship. 

In-Reach Fellowships and Ministries:  

The  Men’s  Monthly  Breakfast  is  a  time  of 
fellowship offered to the men of the parish on the 
first Monday of the Month where they meet early 
in the day at the Public Golf and Country Club 
for Breakfast.

Daughters of the King  with a membership of 
approximately 20 meet on the 1st Sunday of the 
month at 9 am. It is  an order of women whose 
vision  is  to  know  Jesus  Christ,  to  make  Him 
known  to  others,  and  to  reflect  God's  love 
throughout  the  world. Daughters  of  the  King 
meet  the  1st  Sunday  of  every  month  at  9 
am. This prayer guild has been a ministry at St. 
David’s since 1962.

St.  Barnabas  is  another  in-reach  ministry  in 
which  parishioners  help  to  care  for  those  who 
need a little extra help like a drive to church or 
the  doctor’s  office,  a  visitation  at   home  or 
especially if they are in the hospital.

Food For Friends Ministry gave out 452 home 
cooked  meals  to  friends  and  parishioners  who 
were in need of a meal due to illness or age. This 
ministry  starts  with  members  of  our  Outreach 
committee and others preparing nutritious,

S t  Da v id ’s  a l so  opens  i t s  doors  to 
organizations  that  are  Christian  based  in 
order  to  pro v ide  a  f ac i l i t y  that  i s 
comfortable,  safe  and  encourages  good 
works  for  our  community.   For  years,  our 
facility  has  provided  a  quiet,  tranquil  area 
for  Al-Anon  to  counsel  women  and  also 
men of alcoholic spouses or friends.

In-reach
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Boy  Scout  Troop  348  was  chartered  in 
November  of  2011.  St.  David’s  became  the 
home of a Boy Scout troop serving the Cocoa 
Beach area. As an effort to diversify its youth 
programs  the  church  nurtured  the  program 
and to date has seven young men from the 
t roop  ha ve  ear ned  the  Ea g le  Scout 
recognition.  We are proud of all  these boys 
and  look  for ward  to  them  becoming 
tomorrow’s leaders.

St. David’s has been the beneficiary of many 
Eagle Scout projects from these boys. In fact 
the lagoon dock featured on page 7  of  this 
profile was an Eagle Scout project. The scouts 
are  active  with  St.  David’s  in  many  ways 
including  the  annual  Spaghetti  Supper 
Fundraiser  which  our  parishioners  love  to 
attend. 

From time to time there has also been 
a Girl Scout troop using our facilities.  

We cherish our youth and look 
forward to the day when our pews 
are again filled with them.  

The demographics of our community 
are changing and with that we do 
look forward to that day when a 
younger population begins to join us.  

We are ready to do what needs to be 
d o n e t o a c c o m m o d a t e t h e i r 
needs..and in fact already have 
parishioners ready to teach Sunday 
School. 

Our Youth
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Outreach

“  I  h a v e  s h o w n  yo u  i n 
every way, by laboring like 
t h i s ,  t h a t  yo u  m u s t 
support  the  weak.  And 
remember  the  words  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  that  He 
said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 

—Acts 20:35

Quilts of Love:  This ministry was initiated 25 
years ago by a parishioner of St David’s to give 
quilts  to  children  in  foster  homes,  homeless 
shelter or children’s homes to allow each child to 
have something which they could call their very 
own. Today, St. David’s part in this ministry is to 
host  a  morning  event  each  year  in  the  spring. 
Local  organizations,  which  have  the  ability  to 
give these quilts  to children,  are invited to the 
event. Also invited are the women from different 
senior centers and churches who have made the 
quilts. 199 quilts were given to children in 2019.

 

In  addition  to  the  quilts, 
cases  and  cases  of  diapers 
and  wipes  collected  from 
our  parishioners  are  also 
divided  up  between  the 
organizations  for  young 
mothers in need.

Acts 20:35 is our calling:  to work hard, enjoy the fellowship of a united purpose in our labors 
and give to the needy.  The funding of our ministries is accomplished by:

•  Outreach funding in our church budget

•  Personal donations to the church to support a specific need, ie hurricane relief  fund

•  Personal giving of items for food drives, Christmas support for the less fortunate, 
school materials for children of indigent parents in the community, etc. 

•  Two major fund raisers each year—the February Flea Market and the November Goods 
and  Services Live and Silent Auction.
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The annual Flea Market in February is a fun two day event and is overwhelmingly supported by 
St. David’s parishioners and the local community.  The fellowship we enjoy in gathering goods, 
sorting and pricing items, then selling is priceless and done in the name of Christ.  When the 
final dollar count is announced to the congregation, everyone is elated knowing it will support 
someone or a cause.  Last year the flea market raised 
$5852.96.

The annual Live and Silent Auction in November is 
again  like  the  Flea  Market  a  wonderful  event 
supported  by  our  parishioners  and  the  local 
community.   We  are  truly  fortunate  to  have 
community  businesses  that  answer  the  call  for 
donations of goods and items to be auctioned.  All 
items  to  be  auctioned  are  provided  by  St.  David 
members or local businesses.  The one night auction, 
held in our Parish Hall, is filled to capacity with a fun 
spirited atmosphere  as  the  auction goes  on.    Last 
year the Auction raised $11,615.65. 

St.  David’s Outreach Ministry gave over $40,000 in money and goods in 2019 to numerous 
organizations locally, nationally, and internationally.  

Over the years we have funded and worked with many organizations and groups that meet a high 
standard of proper giving.  Of all, these five-outreach organization have given the Church and 
Outreach Committee the greatest joy and satisfaction in providing assistance: Central Brevard 
Sharing  Center,  Family  Promise  of  Brevard,  Children’s  Hunger  Project,  Salvation  Army’s 
Domestic Violence Program, and Hurricane Relief.  

Through personal gifts and our operating budget we 
support the following missionaries and their 
families:

The Rev. Tammy and Rusty Firestone:  The 
Firestone’s are SAMS missionaries who have lived in 
Bolivia for 20 years.  Their mission goals serve the 
Cochabamba Valley with the home church, La 
Trinidad Church, located in the city of Cochabamba.

The Rev. Stephen and Mary Dass:   The Dass’s are 
missionaries sent to Brazil by the Episcopal Diocese 
of Central Florida.  They serve with “Youth as a 
Mission” organization in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Christmas Bags for children in need in local  elementary 
school

Loading up food and supplies for hurricane 
victims on the Florida panhandle
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“At a gala event on January 11, 2020,  more than 1000 attended the Fourth Annual Space Coast Daily and 
Sheriff Wayne Ivey Community Service Awards recognition ceremony.  There were 129 awards given in 
many categories ranging from individuals to companies and to organizations who put service to others 
high on their list of priorities.  St. David’s by the Sea and its Outreach Ministry was one of them!!  
Sheriff Ivey is nationally known for his approach to community service and partnered with the media 
company,  Space  Coast  Daily,   which  publishes  magazines,  website  information  and  special  events 
materials,  to make sure volunteers of exceptional accomplishment are recognized every year.  St. David’s 
Award Category was “Making a Difference”.  something the church has been doing since its founding as 
a Mission in 1950.  

The citation read in part:  “This relatively small congregation of less than 110 members has provided an 
amazingly diverse and impactful ministry to hundreds of people, especially children, veterans and the 
elderly in Brevard County.  Last year a record of over $40,000 was raised and church members donated 
several thousand more to special projects”.  

Using time, talent and treasure the Outreach Committee, chaired by Ellie Yelle, uses two major events in 
the Fall (Goods and Services Live Auction) and Winter (Flea Market) to raise the bulk of funds needed to 
carry out their growing number of Missions.  The focus is providing aid throughout Brevard County to 
include  food  and  school  supplies  for  at  risk  children;  homemade  meals  for  the  elderly  and  infirm; 
hurricane relief  in  Puerto  Rico and the  Panhandle  of  Florida;  Christmas  gifts  to  Anchor  House  in 
Orlando;  emergency  funds  for  veterans  near  being  homeless;  a  Four  Immortal  and  All  Chaplains 
monument at the Veterans  Memorial Center on Merritt Island; overseas missions inBolivia and Brazil to 
combat child trafficking and homelessness; and many more.  

With the Outreach Committee  and a  giving 
congregation, St. David’s by the Sea is always 
there to help the needy when urgent situations 
arise whether it is large shipments of diapers, 
toys for the community Angel Tree or food for 
children  during  summer  and  other  school 
breaks.   The  church  lives  the  calling  of  its 
namesake, sixth century patron Saint David of 
Wales, who said in his final sermon, “Be joyful 
and keep your faith and your creed; and do the 
little  things  that  you  have  seen  me  do  and 
heard about”.  

It  truly  is  the  little  things  that  ‘Make  a 
Difference’.”
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Stewardship, A Way of Living

Throughout our history St. David’s by the Sea has depended 
on the generosity of our congregation in the form of pledges, 
regular donations, records of giving and legacy gifts.   That 
generosity has allowed St. David’s to become as of January 
2020 completely debt free despite the over $900,000 spent 
on the building renovations and upgrades from 2015 to the 
present.  Our 2020 Stewardship ministry is strong. 

“Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.”—Corinthians 9:7

St. David’s supports the concept that 
Stewardship is more than pledges 
and legacy gifts. Of course, that is 
important to keep a healthy church; 
but we are stewards of much more: 

Taking responsibility for all Good 
Entrusts to our care.

Our witness to Christ and For 
Christ

Our Spirituality 

Thanksgiving to God for our many 
blessings

Returning to God a portion of 
what God has given to us.

Our use of time, talent and 
treasure for the Lord.

An overview of our budget can be found on 
our website under the FYI section. 

Our Financial Picture into 2020 

In 2019 expenses totaled $241, 300 with an 
estimated income last year of $249,000. With 
no recurring debt, St. David’s also maintains 
restricted accounts. The total amount in 
restricted accounts is in excess of $190,000.

In  2020,  as  we  search  for  a  new Rector,  the  approved  Budget  was  increased  to  $248,816  with 
appropriate funds set aside for a new Rector to begin full time support by summer. 

The St. David’s Church family will continue to be good stewards of those resources entrusted to us.  
It is hoped the future will not only build from the past; but allow an ever more diverse and dynamic 
church  community.  We thus  hope   to  expand  and  improve  youth  programs,  support  to  all  our 
members and give us the capability to walk with God to expand our ministries and welcome all who 
will join us in our special Church Home.  



2020 Profile

17

We have made Stewardship a year 
long  Ministry.  During  the  pledge 
campaign,  we  made  a  point  to 
remind  our  par i sh ioners  to 
contemplate  what  they  might   do 
to make a difference at St. David’s. 
They were asked to—

WHAT CAN YOU DO AS A PARISHIONER?

Pray individually. - Ask God what He would have you do to assist in funding the 
mission and ministry of St. David’s by the Sea. 

Pray corporately. - Each Sunday we will pray that God’s will be done at St. David’s 
and pray that God meets our needs.

Reflect on your financial giving to the parish. - Have you been a faithful giver? 
Have you been a proportional giver or one who tithes? If everyone increased their 
pledge by a few percentage points, it would make a huge difference!

What other ways can you give to St. David’s?  - Can you help with painting or 
repairs. Can you work in the yard, pull weeds or spread mulch, have some computer 
skills, or help out in the church office?

Shift from being a giver of record to one who pledges. -  If you have been a giver 
of record, please consider making an annual financial pledge to St. David’s. This assists 
the Vestry in making a realistic budget based on our anticipated income. 

Consider making a legacy gift to the Endowment Fund. - A great way to help in 
the overall financial health of the parish is to make a legacy gift, a donation of stock or 
by using some means of deferred giving. Consider making your pledge from you 
mandatory IRA distribution or appreciated stock…
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Our Vision For The Future
In our nearly seventy years of history, St David’s by the Sea has 
gone from an initial 22 parishioners to over 320 parishioners at 
the height.  The numbers now are 240 members with about 100 
attending  church  weekly.  We have  gone  from being  a  church 
home to 76 children to now 8. However, in the past ten years St. 
David’s has been slowly growing. No matter how many joined the 
vision and family of our church home, the majority have been the 
salt of God’s earth and been guided by hard working rectors who 
did what they could to lead such parishioners as they sought the 
light of God’s word and his world. 

We  now  seek  a  rector  who  will  find  willing  followers  and 
parishioner partners to not just sustain, but expand that path. In 
the preceding pages of this profile it must be clear to you that for 
our size, we work under the Lord’s guidance to accomplish much 
for others and to provide support to ourselves as a true family. In 
the words  of  our  dear  Interim Priest  in  Charge,  Pastor  Hazel 
Kundinger, as written to our parishioners in our Annual Report.

“I love serving God with all of you at St. David’s by the Sea and I am truly grateful for our ministry, 
prayer, and sacramental life together. When I returned from Michigan, I was reminded in so many 
ways of all your aspects, such as your generosity in community; your volunteerism; your “can do” 
attitude in your special events and services; and especially your care for people you know and people 
you don’t”.  She went on to report how important it would be to find a new rector “that God has 
already chosen” to use as a guide for the famous Episcopal Three Legged Stool:  Scripture, Tradition 
and Reason.

She  was  right.  According  to  our  just  completed  January  Parish  Survey,  as  well  as  our  Search 
Committee and Vestry, we seek a new Rector who will work with some very engaged parishioners. 
That work will come at a time when expanding church attendance and membership is not easy.  It 
will include planning to develop programs and ideas to bring young families and children back to St 
David’s, as well as attract the growing numbers of new young professionals and retirees moving to 
Cocoa Beach especially with the Space Industry. It can be done and it should be done. 

Our expanded church home allows it and will support it and our church family seeks it.
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What We Seek in a Rector

Now that you know how we see our future, are you the new rector to do it?  Are you the 
rector God has already chosen to lead the salt of the earth people who make up St David’s by 
the Sea?  If so, we hope to meet you soon. God Bless you for what you have already done in 
the Episcopal Church and may God guide you and us in the process of selection. 
In the past 7o years, St. David’s by the Sea has been blessed with seven Rectors.  They walked 
with God and accepted His guidance.  They ministered to our parishioners through the Holy 
Spirit with faith and love.  They have shared their God-given gifts with us.  

As we find ourselves in another transition, we look for God’s support to deliver us a Rector 
who has the vitality, community engagement skills, organizational capabilities and leadership 
abilities to guide our parishioners and work with our Space Coast Christian community/family.

St. David’s is blessed with many family members with many talents which they often share 
unselfishly  with our church.   We need a  Rector who can discern with encouragement and 
purpose those skills and with clarity of purpose bring more into service in our missions.  

In an era when fewer Americans attend church and when our youth need to be drawn in with 
vibrant programs,  and in an area of Florida where the dynamics of our population continues to 
change, we need someone who is dedicated as St. David’s next Rector.  We need someone who 
will  become a member of our family but also incorporate and coordinate new ideas as the 
leader of our flock along God’s path to the future.  

We need a good educator and someone who can inspire others to teach within our church.   We  
hope our next Rector will  seek God’s guidance to bring together many diverse groups and 
individuals,  inside  and  beyond  the  current  church  community,  together  by   showing 
compassion for others.  

If you believe that St. David’s might be a possible fit for you and your family, please submit 
your application.  We look forward to meeting you and discerning together if it’s God’s will 
that you be St. David’s eighth Rector.

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the Age.”——Matthew 28:19-20

God’s Blessing be with you. 
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St. David’s by the Sea Clergy, 
Vestry and Search Committee

Clergy 
The Rev. Hazel Kundinger (Interim Priest in Charge)

321-480-9970

The Rev Carla Rhodes (Deacon)

Vestry 

Vincent (Skip) LaPointe (Sr. Warden)

571-217-4238

Karen Beeghly (Jr. Warden)

Beth Skedsvold (Treasurer)

Gerri Ayers

Ree Evans

Nelson Hall

Chip Hanson

Joy Amelio

Jean LaPointe

Len Oden

Jeanne Weaver

Rector Search Committee 

Alex Rockefeller (Chair)

585-978-0162

Kathy O’Such

Jean LaPointe

Jeff Williams

George Guerrero

Donn Weaver

Ree Evans

Jack Tracy

Dave Smith

Mark Walters

Judy Eberle


